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Summer, 1996

A Time to Reflect, Restore and Rededicate

For many, summer is an opportunity for a little relaxation, for attending Bible
Schools, and for enjoying family time together. It is also a good time to pause,
and to reflect upon God's care for us. Many of us do have problems, and we live
in an increasingly stressful and evil world. However, compared to much of the
world (and even compared to some of our brothers and sisters in other parts of
the world) we have great material blessings. It's easy to forget to thank God for
what we have. Moreover, in addition to the temporal blessings, do we consider
the tremendous spiritual blessings that we have been given in a new life in Christ,
a relationship with a caring Father, and the hope of eternal life?

When we do pause to think of these blessings, regardless of our present personal
difficulties, we are restored, refreshed and comforted to some degree. There is
much to be gained from taking some quiet time to ourselves to listen to the Still
Small Voice.

What we do with this measure of refreshment and restoration is the key. The
peace that God gives us diminishes if we keep it to ourselves, but grows if we
share it with others. We are exhorted in scripture to comfort those in any trouble
with the comfort that we ourselves have received from God.

Even though the Caring Network provides a focus for caring activities in our
community, the paramount caring responsibility remains with each of us. Caring
isn't solely the work of a committee or of an Arranging Board. It is the work of
brothers and sisters in Christ who, compelled by Christ working within them, care
for others (remember Christ's example of washing the disciples feet at the Last
Supper?). It can take many forms: a visit to a shut-in member; a phone call or
dinner invitation to a lonely brother; creating an atmosphere where it is
acceptable to talk more openly about personal problems; praying for someone;
reading the Bible together. The examples could be multiplied, and they are not
limited to caring within our Christadelphian community; helping in the local
senior citizens home or volunteering to assist in a food drive are also consistent
with the other-centred caring attitude manifest by our Lord Jesus Christ.

So, let's enjoy the lazy, hazy days of summer. But let's use them not only for
physical refreshment, but for spiritual restoration and rededication. And as part of
our rededication, let's consider how we as individuals and as ecclesias can care
for each other as Christ commands. To the extent that our own problems are
limiting our ability to help others, let's not be afraid to reach out for help. We are
part of a caring community, and there is no problem that can't be dealt with
through the power of God.
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Caring Network General Meeting

Date: Saturday, September 28, 1996
Location: Ossington Avenue Ecclesial Hall, Toronto
Time: 9:15a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Please mark this date in your calendar, and plan to attend. The day will
consist of several short exhortations, a review of Caring Network activities, a
review of future plans, and some workshops and discussion groups designed to
refine caring skills.

It is important that there be be good representation from each ecclesia.
Please contact Bro. Steve Moate at 905-855-7985 to register.

Stress Seminar

In March, about 80-85 people gathered at the West Avenue Ecclesial Hall for an
informative session about stress: what it is, what it does to our bodies and our
lives, what the Bible says about it, and how to deal with it. It was an extremely
constructive day where Bible wisdom enlightened many of the secular aspects of
the problem. You may want to consider a similar seminar as an event for your
own ecclesia. For further information, please contact Bro. Bill Lawrence (519)
822-8500 or Bro. Doug Finlay (519) 837-1588

CareLine

The CareLine continues to receive a small but regular number of calls from
brothers, sisters and young people who want to talk with someone, on a
confidential basis, about problems they are facing. The CareLine is clearly
serving a need that compliments the existing work that is done on the ecclesial
and individual level. The reality is that many members of our community struggle
with problems at various times, and we need to provide as many avenues of
assistance as possible. The CareLine volunteers continue to undergo training,
with Bro. Jonathan Midgett, who has an educational background in the area,
leading a series of instructional sessions. The CareLine number is 519-823-1039.

Financial Report

The Caring Network Treasurer, Bro. David Hill, reports that the balance, as of the
end of June, was $3,783. This level of funding ensures that the Network can
continue to support its various activities throughout the Christadelphian
community, including Youth Walk activities and programs (such as the
publication of the much-needed Youth directory ), seminars such as the stress
seminar, telephone charges for the CareLine, and expenses such as postage and
printing. We thank all those who have generously contributed (contributions can
be made to the Hamilton West Avenue Christadelphian Ecclesia, and earmarked
for the Caring Network).
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Christadelphian
Youth Walk

The Christadelphian Youth
Walk, a relatively recent
coordination of effort
among some of the young
people of Ontario, presents
an opportunity for all of
Ontario's Christadelphian
Young People to get

involved and generate unique events, ongoing activities, programs or resources
that will assist in supporting or encouraging their own scriptural knowledge, their
spiritual growth, and the strength of the fellowship they share with one another.
A committee of Ontario Young People from several ecclesias has been working
hard in this capacity since the fall of 1994.

Accomplishments to date include several successful youth Bible Study Days, a
Career Day, the production and/or distribution of an employment manual, an
Ontario Youth Directory, a short video for use as part of a study day to generate
discussion among young people, and Christadelphian Youth Walk T-Shirts - still
available at the low cost of $ 10.00 each. These efforts of the Youth Walk have
been financially (and spiritually) supported by the Ontario Caring Network.

Challenges ahead of the Youth Walk currently include the production of an
exhaustive North American Youth Event Calendar, and the arrangements for a
Fall Study Day and for the 1997 Ontario Winter Youth Weekend known as
Medeba. We also continue to generate new ideas for work that could be
undertaken, and continue with every event to be reminded of the high priority of
the work we take on. The world's pressures are bearing harder and faster upon
each young believer and Sunday School student. We all have as a first
responsibility the teaching of the Ways of God to our children and young people.

The vital element we have identified in the success of any of the events we have
generated is the strong support of parents and ecclesias. We ask you to encourage
the young people in your ecclesia, in whatever way is most effective, to attend
and benefit from any Bible study events, youth days, etc., and from the
fellowship they can enjoy with their believing peers.

For more information, or to offer suggestions or ideas, or to get involved in the
Christadelphian Youth Walk, please contact any member of the Youth Walk
committee listed below:

Christadelphian Youth Walk Committee

Names included in original bulletin have been omitted here. If you would like
these names please contact a Caring Network Member.
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