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CARE LINE

Calls into the Care Line continue at a consistent pace. Calls are from brothers,
sisters, young people and other family members who want to talk to someone
about the problems they're facing. All calls are handled in strict confidence, with
the nature of the calls known only by the caller and the Care Line volunteer.
Many members of our community struggle with ways of coping with, solving or
handling problem situations.

These situations arise in our interactions with others, at home, or work, in our
ecclesias, or school, or with friends. The Care Line complements existing work
that is done on an ecclesial and individual level.

Care Line helpers continue to undergo training in listening, in helping and
knowing their limitations. While not professional counselors, they will try to help
you solve or cope with problems.

As Care Line volunteers field calls and work with the callers, they feel a very real
sense of "bearing one another's burdens." They realize the importance and
responsibility of the sharing of another persons' problem; of the importance of the
person on the other end of the telephone line. The assistance offered by the
listeners is seldom confined to a single call. Sometimes, help is through longer

file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/index.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Practical_Help_Index.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Publications_Index.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Publications/coping_with_bereavement.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Publications/coping_with_depression.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Publications/coping_with_drugs.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Publications/coping_with_leaving_home.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Publications/building_a_marriage.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Publications/coping_with_stress.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Calendars/calendar.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Pastoral.htm
file:///C|/Users/Bill/Documents/Docs/Ecclesia/Carenet/2012/Website/Help.htm


Caring Network Newsletter December 1998

term contact. Sometimes help comes through personal contact. Sometimes, when
it is sensed that others could help you better, listeners will suggest it to you.
Volunteers can help you find other resources as needed or desired.

If you need confidential help, a brother or sister is waiting to take your call now:

Someone who is ready to listen to you
Someone who is willing to try and help you with your problem
Someone who is willing to walk with you through your problem
Someone willing to respect and reciprocate the trust you have given them
Someone who values highly, the assurance of confidentiality

During the past year, we've added a number of new volunteers to the Care Line.
Current Care Line volunteers are:

Elaine Jackson
Ken Darley
Bruce Gray
Cathy Moynihan
Bill & Jennifer Lawrence
Jonathan & Corina Midgett
Mary Pendyk

You can call any of the ,above volunteers at home or call the Care Line at 519-
823-1039. The Care Line number is a private number (answering machine),
which is monitored daily on a monthly rotating basis by one of the Care Line
volunteers.

Included with this bulletin, is an updated Care Line brochure and bookmark.

REMEMBER...... HELP IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

THE ONTARIO WINTER YOUTH WEEKEND -
"MEDEBA."

The weekend was held February 6-8, 1998, and seemed immediately blessed by
God with some of the best weather Southern Ontario experienced last winter. An
extremely encouraging total of 50 young people and 12 "not so young," attended
the study weekend. Participants on Saturday, enjoyed five classes, group Bible
reading and an evening devotional as well as structured "recreational program."
On Sunday, two more classes were given.

Bro. Bruce Parker of Springfield, VT led, all the classes. Their content and
presentation were excellent and well received by all the youth in attendance.

This weekend was well supported by youth from all the Ontario ecclesias, as well
as ecclesias in New, Jersey, Virginia and New York. Feedback from the youth
after the weekend was extremely positive and focussed on the quality of the
classes and the more structured nature of the non-class time.

Youth gatherings and events are vital to strengthen the bonds between our young
people. What they take away from their gatherings will later help them to remain
faithful when trials, distractions and temptations arise. The dedicated scriptural
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teaching and encouragement they receive at such events is also critical in their
relationship with their Heavenly Father. Your generous financial and spiritual
support of the Medeba Weekend is greatly appreciated. God willing, next year,
Medeba will be held, February 12-14, 1999. More details later.

RESOURCES FOR ECCLESIAS

The Caring Network is offering a new resource to ecclesias. Sometimes it's
helpful to put on an in-house meeting or seminar, for the ecclesia., on "caring'
types of subjects, such as effective listening or helping others with depression or
grief. Ecclesias that have done this, have become more cohesive. However, many
ecclesias do not have the resources to put on a meeting. This is especially true of
small ecclesias. The Caring Network is offering to provide help in arranging such
meetings. The enclosed pamphlet gives details. Give it thought for your ecclesia.

CARING NETWORK WEB SITE

The Caring Network has continued to be active in development of its presence on
the Internet. We invite you to visit us at http://www.caringnetwork.ca

We are busy adding new information and technology that will assist
Christadelphians. We have added Chat software to our site. Chat software gives
the visitors to our site an ability to communicate with each other in live
interactive forums. The software is very easy to use and loads automatically
when you join the Chat area of the Caring Network web site. We call this new
addition "Ecclesial Rooms." Think of it as a Virtual Ecclesia. It's a place where
young and old can gather together to discuss subjects of interest to them. Drop by
and take a chance that you might meet someone on-line or, better yet, invite a
friend over for a chat. Check our posted schedule on-line, for times and dates of
specific topics of discussion. We hope young people will use our site to invite
their friends over to meet them on-line in one of our virtual rooms. In addition
we can host moderated events with guest speakers. This is almost like a virtual
gathering. An event like this can have our host speaker on a virtual stage in a
virtual auditorium teaching and instructing their topics. Speakers can present
their topic via a slide presentation with text and afterward, accept questions from
the audience. This moderated capability could be beneficial in discussing a
number of vital interests to our community. We could also see the day when
brethren will gather on-line in virtual committee rooms to conduct ecclesial
business. Please utilize this section of our site in any way you want, if you wish
to take advantage of it.

We continue to update our Christadelphian Events pages. We invite you to post
notice of your ecclesial events on our web site. In the past we've been able to
include electronic versions of many bulletins for Bible Schools, gatherings and
Youth Events. Think of us when planning your events and we will be pleased to
add your events to our calendar. If your secretary or registrar has e-mail access
we are able to place an electronic registration form on-line for your event.
Contact us at caring@caringnetwork.on.ca for more information.

We have just purchased a scanner to copy information into the computer.
Currently we are scanning the information from the binder "Scriptural Wisdom &
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Practical Help for Surviving Troubled Times." Drop by on-line, and check out
this valuable resource book. It covers, in part, personal, ecclesial, work and
family issues.

FUTURE WORKSHOP

A workshop on communication issues in the family is in the planning stage. It is
geared for parents and teenagers. Any input on content or location is welcome.
Please contact Bro. Steve Moate.

BUDGET UPDATE

Currently we have $??????? In our bank account. Donations are always welcome
and allow us to give more training to Care Line volunteers; maintain and refine
our web site, hold workshops. Donations should be sent to:

Mr. Donald Morgan, Treasurer
West Avenue Christadelphian Ecclesia
20 West Avenue North
Hamilton, Ontario L8L 5B8
Attention: Caring Network

THANK YOU

From all of us who are involved in the Caring Network, we wish to thank the
Christadelphian community for your support, your prayers and your financial
assistance,. We pray that our community may continue to be a caring one while
we patiently await the return of Jesus.
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