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UPCOMING SEMINAR

In the Spring of 2000, God Willing, a seminar is planned for Southern Ontario
about the challenge of caring in the ecclesia. Since we feel that this subject is
very important to the health of the ecclesia, we urge you to attend. The seminar
will benefit all ages of believers. 

EXAMPLES OF CARING

One of the principles of "caring" in the ecclesia is that we must be prepared to be
proactive. In too many cases, we all look at a problem in the ecclesia and think,
"This is too much for me!" or, "I don't want to pick up the end of this piece of
string" or, "I'm not the one to help this brother or sister." So we all think that, and
nothing is done. We just hope somebody else does it! And the brother or sister
concludes that nobody cares. Perhaps it isn't true, but it may as well be true.

The problem with people in trouble is that they isolate themselves. They can't
reach out to others. They don't return your phone calls. They may feel that they
are dirty or worthless. They can't establish good relationships with others because
they are so "into themselves".

Other people react by saying, "She doesn't like me", or, "I would just be a
nuisance if I called" or, "We don't have enough in common for me to be of help".
It's a reasonable assumption, but it isn't true. The problem is that the person in
trouble CANNOT reach out. One person in trouble said, "You can reach out to
me, but I can't reach out to you."
This means that we have to be proactive in helping. It doesn't matter if the brother
or sister has cancer, is depressed, has a moral problem or has a grief problem.
The result is the same.....ISOLATION. The solution.....someone else has to reach
out and try to help. Sometimes the help is "tough love".

Here are some success stories of brothers and sisters who have been helped by
another brother or sister reaching out:
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A brother with a problem he would not discuss absented himself from the
ecclesia for some time. Another brother went to him, did not probe, and
told him how much the ecclesia wanted him back. He went back and stayed
back.
An old brother left the meeting because of his sister-wife's. dislike of the
meeting. Years later his wife died. A brother went to him and urged him to
return. He did return and spent a number of happy years in fellowship with
his brethren before his death. Probably, he would not have felt free to
return, except for that concerned brother.
A sister was consumed with a family problem. She stopped attending
meeting, nor did she have any contact with the brethren. Consistent
overtures, over several years, were finally rewarded by her gratitude. She
admitted that she felt isolated. She is now attending some ecclesial
functions.
A member with a problem stopped attending and took up an improper
relationship. Rather than ignoring the member, or writing a reproving
letter, other members kept in touch, being a gentle presence, kept the
member in their prayers, while making it clear that they felt the member
was making a big mistake. The member realized the incorrectness and
futility of the relationship, and returned to the ecclesia with a new and
stronger outlook.
After years of absence, a member was regained to the ecclesia by
consistent, sympathetic, periodic contacts. Offers of rides to meeting and a
lack of judgmental comments were important in achieving a return.
A brother with an abuse problem was confronted by other brethren, who
demanded that he look at his problem. They offered to keep in close touch
to help him overcome it. The overture was not resented, but helped.
A family abuse problem required intervention by the ecclesia. Counseling,
financial aid and personal support over a period of time helped to get the
family back on its feet.

It is doubtful that these would be success stories without the intervention of
loving brethren. Sometimes we show our love by a friendly visit, a phone call or
by getting tough. Our ecclesial members are our family. We have a responsibility
and a right to intervene if we see they need help.

The important word is "proactive". To be of help, we must enter into the lives of
our brothers and sisters. Often, we have to invite ourselves in! We may not be
thanked at the time, but we may be thanked later. If the effort is motivated by
love, it will be perceived as such. Love can do no harm. Active love is much
better than passive love.

MEDEBA WEEKEND FEBRUARY 11-13,2000

The 2000 Youth weekend at Medeba was held February 11-13. The speaker,
Brother Doug Davis, presented a study weekend entitled, "Visions Of The
Kingdom". The young people attended classes, group Bible readings, an evening
devotional and participated in a structured recreational program. The weekend
was supported by the Southern Ontario ecclesias as well as ecclesias from the
United States. Medeba is always a positive experience for our young people from
both a spiritual and social aspect. The study of "Visions Of The Kingdom" should
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help give our young people a strong focus and hope for the future as they attempt
to make good choices in their walk towards The Kingdom.
The Bible study and devotional period will help them develop a closer
relationship with their Heavenly Father. Your generous spiritual and financial
support of the Medeba weekend is greatly appreciated.

CARE LINE

Calls into the Care Line continue to be received at a consistent pace. Many of
these calls are of a serious nature. They demonstrate that many in our community
struggle to cope with or handle problem situations they face at home, in our
ecclesias or at school. As access to E-mail grows, Care Line is also receiving and
handling requests received via this electronic medium.

All calls to Care Line are handled in strict confidence, with the nature of the call
known only to the caller and the Care Line volunteer. Care Line helpers continue
to undergo training in listening, in helping and in knowing their limitations.
While they are not professional counselors, they will try to help callers solve or
cope with problems. The volunteers will also help callers find other resources as
needed or desired.

Care Line volunteers are:
Ken Darley
Bruce Gray
Elaine Jackson
Bill & Jennifer Lawrence
Jonathan & Corina Midgett
Cathy Moynihan
Mary Pendyk

IF YOU NEED TO TALK TO SOMEONE, CARE LINE IS THERE TO
HELP.

If you know someone who needs to talk to someone, suggest they telephone
CARE LINE at 519-823-1039 or contact a volunteer by E-mall at
http://www.caringnetwork.ca

WEB SITE

Have you checked out our web site?

Since many have access to the Internet, please visit us
http://www.caringnetwork.ca There, you'll find chat software, which gives the
user the ability to communicate in live, interactive forum. The software is easy to
use and loads automatically when you 'join "Ecclesial Rooms".

You will also find an ecclesial events page. Included are upcoming events for all
of North America for the year 2000. In the past, we have been able to include an
electronic bulletin board for Bible Schools, Gatherings and Youth events. We'd
be pleased to include your event. Use of this site can prevent conflicts of events
scheduled for the same day. If your secretary or registrar has e-mall access, we
can place an electronic registration form on-line for your event. Contact us on-
line. As well, drop by on-line to check out our resource information regarding
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personal, ecclesial, work, and family issues.

FINANCIAL NEWS

Our current balance is $3,350.00. During the last year we incurred expenses such
as: Medeba Weekend $400, Telephone $600, Web site $775, Bulletin $55.
Donations are always welcome and allow us to maintain Care Line, improve the
Web Site, and plan young people's activities and workshops, which focus on
caring in our community. Donations earmarked "Caring Network" should be sent
to:

Mr. Donald Morgan, Treasurer
West Avenue Christadelphian Ecclesia
20 West Avenue North
Hamilton, Ontario L8L 5B8

The sisters and brothers involved with the Caring Network are very appreciative
of the support of the Christadelphian community. As we reach out to support our
young people and ecclesial members who may be in need of special assistance,
we continue to value your prayers and financial support. 
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