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THE LOVE PRINCIPLE 

 
Everybody knows what love is. 
And yet everybody has a different 
idea about it!  Some see love as an 
exciting emotion.  Some see it as 
steady, care-concerned behaviour.  
Some say that “agape” is different 
from a “feeling” kind of love, that love 
is a decision, not an emotion.  Some 
see it as something “private”.  
 
We are told by our Lord that love is 
the fulfillment of all of the 
commandments – that the love of 
God and the love of our neighbour 
are the first and second 
commandments.  And yet – do the 
following actions show an 
understanding of love? 
• avoiding other brethren who have 

personal problems. 
• acting as if “doctrine” is more 

important than love 
• seeming to believe that members 

of their ecclesia are not “family” 
• ignoring the plight of brethren in 

other lands. 
• failing to listen to “lesser” brothers 

or to sisters. 
• wondering whether prayer is 

appropriate for other than family 
and brethren 

 
Do you recognize any of these 
situations, in others or in yourself? 
Obviously, it is critically important 
that we understand love as we are 
meant to do. 
 
IS LOVE AN EMOTION?  Yes, 
Scriptural love involves emotion.  
Consider some passages: 
 
• God’s feeling for Israel:  Isaiah 

63:9  “In all their affliction he was 
afflicted, and the angel of his 
presence saved them.  In his love 
and in his pity he redeemed them.” 

• Jesus’ distress over what would 
happen to Jerusalem:  Luke 19: 
41,42  “And when he was come 
near, he beheld the city, and wept 
over it, saying, If thou hadst 

known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong to 
thy peace!  But now they are hid 
from thine eyes”. 

• Jesus’ concern for his hearers:  
Mat 9:36  “But seeing the crowds, 
He was moved with compassion 
on them, because they were tired 
and scattered like sheep having no 
shepherd”. 

 
Yes, love involves feeling.  Scriptural 
love does not mean a clinical, 
unemotional state of mind.  It 
involves emotion. 
 
HOW DO WE LOVE OUR 
ENEMIES? 
Jesus told us that we should love our 
enemies.  If love involves feeling, 
how then can we have a positive 
feeling for our enemies?  Do we 
have to like them?  The answer is 
that, in the process of time, we are 
expected to love them, even have 
positive feelings about them.   
The way this happens is through 
kindness and prayer.  How can we 
continue to feel hostility to someone 
if we help them or pray for them?  
When we help or pray for someone, 
something happens – we become 
“invested” in them!  Instead of 
wishing them ill, we find ourselves 
beginning to accept or understand 
them.  Furthermore, before the 
throne of God we find we cannot 
harbour ill will towards another, who, 
like us, has weakness and 
insufficient understanding.  “Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.”  
 
Matt. 5:43,44  “Ye have head that is 
hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you; that ye may 
be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven”. 
Why do you think that Jesus asks us 
to pray for our enemies?  Is it for our 

enemies that Jesus asks us to love 
them?  Perhaps.  More likely 
however, he asks us for our sake – 
that we may learn to develop more 
fully the spirit of love and become 
more like our Father in heaven. 
By Bro. Don Elliott 
 
Discipleship; The Work of 
Love  Excerpt from the Gospel of 
Salvation website  
 
When Jesus was asked to 
summarize all of the law and 
prophets he replied: 
 
“ ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ This is the first 
and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” (Matt 22:37-40) 
 
With this statement, Jesus teaches 
that the principle of love is at the 
heart of man’s relationship with both 
God and other men. It is the 
foundation upon which everything 
else, both beliefs and actions, are 
based. The Bible even goes as far as 
to say: 
 
 Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. (1 
John 4:8) 
 
This principle of love is at the centre 
of God’s character, the centre of His   
nature, and the centre of His 
dealings with men. Evidence of this 
love abounds in the Bible’s 
descriptions of God’s character and 
interactions with people. It is 
because of His great love for men 
that God has continued to spare us 
despite our failings and has, in His 
greatest act of love, provided His 
son, Jesus Christ, as a sacrifice for 
our sins so that we can have the 
hope of salvation. 
For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
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perish but have eternal life. (John 
3:16) 
When we understand that it is only 
through God’s great love for us in 
giving us His son that we have been 
spared, we realize why Jesus tells us 
that the most important thing we 
need to know about the law is that 
we must love God and love other 
people as ourselves. The love we 
have been shown by our Creator 
provokes us to return that love both 
to Him and all those around us. 
 

            
 
It is not surprising then that Jesus, in 
the gospel of John, declares the 
identity of his disciples by stating, 
 
“A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that you also love 
one another. By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 
(John 13:34-35, RSV) 
 
With these few words Jesus 
establishes the basis for conduct 
within the community of believers. A 
disciple of Christ should be 
identifiable most notably by the 
quality of his love and treatment of 
other people. Without this type of 
love, Jesus warns that men will 
never see Christ as our Master. 
Therefore the acts of love that show 
us to be Christ’s must be at the very 
heart of any believer’s discipleship. 
We must strive to behave as 
generously as Christ if we are to 
show our faithfulness to him.  
 
From Theory to Practice 
But what does this commandment 
mean on a practical level? How do 
we really love both God and others 
as Christ has loved us? Perhaps the 
most literal commandment Jesus 
gives us in this regard is when he 

says “Greater love has no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you.” (John 
15:12-14)  
         
The depth of meaning of those few 
simple words could take many pages 
to explain, but consider this, does 
Jesus mean simply dying or does he 
mean something more? It seems that 
he means something greater. Jesus’ 
love for us was not only shown when 
he died upon the cross. Jesus’ 
greatest act of self-sacrifice was the 
culmination of an entire life of 
service. Jesus gave up not just his 
“life” but he surrendered his will, his 
freedom, that we might live. So when 
Jesus asks his disciples to give up 
their lives for their friends, we must 
think of it in the context of being 
willing to give up the most important 
thing in our lives for the betterment of 
those we love. Being a disciple of 
Christ is not necessarily a simple or 
easy task and it is not just a one-time 
sacrifice. Rather, the disciple of 
Christ is marked by an entire life of 
self-sacrifice in order to help others.  
But how do we show the love Christ 
has shown us to others? How do we 
sacrifice ourselves for both friends 
and strangers?  
 
The Apostle Paul gives us a very 
practical list of actions we must 
follow:  
 Love must be sincere. Hate what is 
evil; cling to what is good. Be 
devoted to one another in brotherly 
love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, 
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer. Share 
with God’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, but be 
willing to associate with people of 
low position. Do not be conceited. Do 
not repay anyone evil for evil. Be 
careful to do what is right in the eyes 

of everybody. If it is possible, as far 
as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone. Do not take revenge, 
my friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
On the contrary: If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink. (Romans 
12:1-20) 
 
The list of behaviors Paul instructs us 
to emulate is quite challenging. 
Perhaps this is because at the heart of 
all of these actions is the same spirit 
of self-sacrifice that Jesus showed us 
in his own life. If we are going to be 
recognizable by all men as disciples of 
Christ, we are going to need to be 
known by our generosity and care for 
others. And Christ doesn’t mean just 
to those we call our friends. He means 
everyone! Even the people we like 
the least or that we have the most 
reason to despise must be treated 
with kindness and gentleness. If 
someone is hungry, we need to feed 
them. If someone is mourning the loss 
of a loved one, we need to comfort 
them. If someone who has truly 
wronged us is hurting or in need, we 
need to care for them.  
Why do we need to do these things? 
The simple answer is because Christ 
did them for us, even when we were, 
through our own behavior, his 
enemies. If we don’t imitate Christ’s 
treatment of us in our behavior 
towards others then we don’t show 
that we truly understand or have a 
sense of thankfulness for the love we 
ourselves have been shown. 
 
Our Actions are the Deciding 
Factor 
Ultimately, the way we act towards 
one another will be paramount in the 
final judgment we receive from our 
Lord when he returns. Matthew’s 
gospel details Jesus’ description of 
the day when we will finally meet 
him: 
 
Then the King will say to those at his 
right hand, “Come, O blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the 
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world; for I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.” Then the righteous will 
answer him, “Lord, when did we see 
thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty 
and give thee drink? And when did 
we see thee a stranger and welcome 
thee, or naked and clothe thee? And 
when did we see thee sick or in 
prison and visit thee?” And the King 
will answer them, “Truly, I say to you, 
as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, you did it to me.” 
(Matthew 25:34-40, RSV) 
 
 
Brother, Sister Let Me Serve 

You Hymn from Praise the Lord 
 

Brother, Sister let me serve you 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
Let you be my servant too. 
We are pilgrims on a journey 
And companions on the road; 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load. 
I will hold the Christ light for you 
In the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
Speak the peace you long to hear. 
I will weep when you are weeping; 
When you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
Till we've seen this journey through. 
 Brother, Sister let me serve you; 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
Let you be my servant too. 
 

            
 

Meditation on LOVE 
 by Bro Bob Lloyd 

One of the most beautiful chapters in 
our Bible is Paul's love chapter (1 
Corinthians 13). Drummond in his 
book, "The Greatest Thing in the 

World" analyses it and finds that love 
is made up of nine ingredients which 
Paul deals with one at a time. These 
ingredients when properly mixed 
together make up the perfect love, 
the love of God and the love that we 
must acquire to be accepted of 
Christ at His coming.  
 
It has been said that the greatest 
thing a man can do for God is to be 
kind to some of God's other children. 
Christ bore this out when he said 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." 
When we think about it, what can we 
really do for God? He is the 
possessor of heaven and earth. We 
can be kind to His children and in so 
doing we show our love. John said, 
"If a man say 'I love God' and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar: For he that 
loveth not his brother, whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he 
bath not seen? And this 
commandment have we from him, 
that he who loveth God, love his 
brother also."  
 
 Here are the nine ingredients of love 
given by Paul:  
1. Patience-Love suffereth long. True 
love suffers long, beareth all things, 
hopeth all things, is patient and 
waits.  
 
2. Kindness-Love is kind. Christ's 
whole life was spent doing kind 
things for others. How much we 
appreciate kindness. 
 
3. Generosity-Love envieth not. In 
every good work we do, we find 
others doing the same work. Love is 
not jealous of another's good work 
and so envies not.  
 
4. Humility-Love is humble, for love 
vaunteth not itself and is not puffed 
up. After being kind or generous, slip 
back into the shadows and say 
nothing about it. "Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord and he shall 
lift you up."  
 
 5. Courtesy-Love doth not behave 

itself unseemly. Politeness is love in 
trifles. Courtesy is love in little 
things. The secret of politeness is 
love. A gentleman is a gentle man. 
 
6. Unselfishness-Love seeketh not 
her own. Here is complete 
unselfishness. Love does not even 
seek that which it has coming. 
Instead of standing up for one's 
rights, love eliminates the personal 
element altogether. We ought to 
remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ for he said, "It is more 
blessed to give than to receive."  
 
7. Good Temper-Love is not easily 
provoked. Ill temper shows up the 
other ingredients that we lack. A lack 
of patience, kindness, generosity or 
courtesy is symbolised in one flash of 
temper.  
 
8. Guilelessness-Love thinketh no 
evil. Love imputes no motive, sees 
the bright side, puts the best 
construction on every action. What a 
delightful state of mind. We will do 
no evil if we think no evil.  
 
9. Sincerity-Love rejoiceth not in 
iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth. 
Sincere men will rejoice only in the 
truth. We must accept only what is 
real, we must strive to get at the 
facts, we must in everything search 
for truth with a humble and unbiased 
mind and cherish the truth.  
 
The task before us is to put these 
nine ingredients to work in our 
everyday lives. Love is not a thing of 
enthusiastic emotion; it is a rich, 
strong, manly, vigorous expression 
of the true brother and sister of 
Christ. 
"Beloved, let us love one another: for 
love is of God." 
 
Excerpts from The Fruit of the 
Spirit by Bro. Colin Attridge – full text 
is on website cited below; 
christadelphians.org 
 
DO WE appreciate that a wrong 
understanding of love can frustrate 
the very purpose of Christian life? 
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Christian living is essentially about 
pleasing God. And if we want to 
please God we need to know, above 
all things, how to demonstrate His 
love." God is love", and He wants His 
children to be like Him. How can we 
do that if we don't know the love that 
God is? 
 
The way we understand and 
practise the love that God shows 
us in His Word is a key factor in 
whether or not we please God. 
 
                    ******** 
The word agape is the word the 
apostle Paul used to begin his list of 
the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 
4:22. And this is the word the Spirit 
chooses to represent Christian love 
in the New Testament. 
Agape is different. It's the only kind 
of love that doesn't come naturally. 
While the other forms of love simply 
happen to us (are part of our natural 
make up: our family ties or our 
attraction to the opposite sex), agape 
doesn't happen to us at all unless we 
do something to make it happen. 
Agape is the one form of love that 
does not come naturally to the 
human heart. It is, in fact, against our 
instincts. 
 
Defining agape 
 
So, how do we define agape? One 
writer has actually written: "The Bible 
does not define love. It illustrates it." I 
believe the Bible does both.  
 
                   *********** 
 
Old Testament Agape 
 
What Paul is saying, therefore, is 
that all the logos/commandments of 
the law can be summed up in one 
logos/commandment: love your 
neighbour as yourself. 'Agape' your 
neighbour, in fact. This is the 
underlying message of the whole law 
given through Moses. Christ put it 
perfectly when he said: 
"Therefore all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them: for this is the law 
and the prophets" (Matt.7:12). Those 
words are the Bible's definition of 

agape. That's it in a nutshell. And, as 
you can see, agape existed before 
New Testament times. Even though 
the word itself doesn't stretch back to 
the founding of the law, the concept 
of it was there. But it goes back even 
further. If "God is agape," and 
always has been, then the concept  
pre-dates creation! 
            ************ 
 
Moving up a gear 
 
"God is love." He was love, is love, 
and surely always will be love. When 
Jesus came he took this agape-love 
which was at the heart of the law and 
he ‘moved it up a gear’. He gave his 
disciples a 'new commandment': 
 
"A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one 
another" (John 13:34). 
 
 

               
 
 
That's what I mean by shifting agape 
up a gear. Jesus lived agape to 
perfection. He had (and has) the fruit 
of the Spirit in all its elements in 
perfect balance. He gave his 
disciples a living example of what 
agape means, and they with the 
Spirit's aid have captured that on 
paper so we can read for ourselves 
what it means. He made the ultimate 
sacrifice for all his 'neighbours', 
showing how great his love is. This is 
what God wants us to aspire to. This 
is how He wants us to understand 
and practise agape. 
It's a whole lot more than simple 
good neighbourliness and brotherly 
kindness. It is joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness and temperance 
towards others. It not only involves 
us thinking, "How would I like to be 

treated?" when dealing with others; it 
goes higher to thinking, "How would 
Christ deal with this person?" Not 
only, "How would I like to be spoken 
to?" but, "How would Christ speak to 
this person?" That's the new 
dimension to agape, which the New 
Testament gives us. 
 
Caring Network Resources 
 www.caringnetwork.ca Caring 

Network Website 
 
Christadelphian Resources 
 A Mighty Flame, by Sis. Mary 

Eyre 
 Legalism vs Faith, by Bro David 

Levin 
 Judaizers, by Bro Kyle Tucker 
 Biblical Fellowship, by George 

Booker 
 http://www.christadelphiansisters

.org/INDEX.HTM 
 http://www.thechristadelphians.or

g/htm/read.htm 
 http://www.one-

gospel.org/discipleship.htm - a 
joint effort between the WCF and the 
San Fransico ecclesia. 

 
 
 

 Upcoming Events 
 
 

Annual Caring Network AGM 
and Seminar 

Marriage Stress Points; 
Identify, Confront, Overcome 

With Norm and Deb Fadelle 
 
When:  Saturday, May 26, 2007, 
Lord Willing,  9:30 – 4:00 
 Where:  Toronto West Ecclesial Hall 
Action:  Contact Bro. Bob and Sis. 
Joy Jennings for registration 519-
754-0902  bobnjoy@vif.com 
 
 
Please direct comments, sug-
gestions, or useful resources to Sis 
Jennifer Daniel, 250 656.2396; 824 
Falkirk Ave., N. Saanich, BC  V8L 
5G8   jenniferdaniel@telus.net 
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